
With support from the European Union Trust Fund (EUTF), IOM Liberia 
in collaboration with other IOM Country Offices in the Sahel Region 
repatriated to Liberia 3,155 Liberian nationals who were stranded in the 
Sahel Region. The repatriated Liberians have successfully been reintegrated. 
Through its Assisted Voluntary Return Reintegration (AVRR) Program, 
IOM also trained 218 of the repatriated Liberians in basic life skills and 
entrepreneurship.
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The Migrants as Messengers (MAM) Project in Liberia is being implemented by IOM 
with funding from the Government of The Netherlands. The project, which targets 
young male and female - aspiring migrants between ages 17 and 25 years old, is 
aimed at enlightening young people in migration decision making to avoid risks that 
are associated with irregular migration. In collaboration with local partners, IOM 
conducted community-based moving screening debate competitions, public forum 
and inter-high school competitions. These activities benefited over 35,000 people. 
The project also initiated radio jingles and 10 talk shows on local radio stations. IOM 
further partnered with local artists and MAM volunteers to produce a music on safe 
migration, reaching over 25,000 local inhabitants.

PADP Pillar 1 (Power to the People), Pillar 2 (Economy & Jobs), and Pillar 3 (Sustaining Peace)
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LIBERIAN DIASPORA ENGAGEMENT PROJECT
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In fighting the COVID-19 pandemic in Liberia, IOM in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Health (MOH) and the National Public Health Institute of 
Liberia (NPHIL) built the capacities of 191 health professionals assigned at 
border posts in pandemic management and prevention. IOM also donated 
to the Government a modern triage which was installed at Bo Waterside 
Border Post between Liberia and Serra Leone. At the donation ceremony, 
IOM was represented by Mohamed Cherif Diallo, Country Coordinator 
while the Government was represented by Health Minister Dr. Wilhelmina 
Jallah and Ms. Jane McCauley, Head of NPHIL.
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IOM SUPPORTS GOAL IN THE FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

During the reporting period, IOM provided 
support to the Liberian Government to 
strengthen its communication skills, knowledge, 
and institutional capacity in engaging diaspora 
Liberians worldwide. Available estimates suggest 
that about 10% (4,300,00) of Liberians currently 
reside abroad with huge potential to positively 
contribute to the development of the country. For 
instance, about 24% of Liberians residing in the 
USA have attained some form of higher education 
in diverse specialized areas and professions which 
are essential to Liberia’s development endeavors. 
In this regard, IOM stepped up its support to the 
Ministry of State Without Portfolio (MoSWP) for 
a review of the draft Diaspora Engagement Policy 
which was developed in 2016 but has not been 
adopted. The Policy, when adopted, will provide for 
the leveraging of investment benefits and privileges 
through strategies that promote foreign direct 
investment to Liberia from the diaspora.



With funding from the Peace Building Fund (PBF), IOM initiated Phase 
II of the Cross-Border Engagement Project in Nimba and Grand Gedeh 
Counties. The two counties are few of the counties in the country that 
do not only have porous borderlines with neighboring countries but 
have also often experienced cross-border insecurity. As such, the project 
seeks to promote social cohesion and border security within cross-
border communities. These endeavors help to strengthen cross-border 
trade and commerce between the two countries for the betterment of 
women involved in cross-border trade and commerce. Phase I of the 
project was earlier implemented in Maryland and River Gee Counties 
which also share borders with Cote d’Ivoire. Working in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA), IOM also trained 212 key 

state and non-state actors (security officers, local authorities, women & youth groups) in Land Procedure & Ownership; Border 
Management; ECOWAS and Mano River Union Free Movement Protocols; Conflict Prevention; and Early Warning Mechanisms. 
Four administrative border posts in Nimba and Grand Gedeh counties are at the completion of rehabilitation and construction 
to enhance the work of joint security agencies. This includes community infrastructure that relates to women’s needs, particularly, 
cross-border trade and commerce, access to drinking water, maternal and child healthcare.

CROSS BORDER PROJECT

PADP Pillar 3 (Sustaining Peace)
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During the reporting period, IOM and UNDP in collaboration 
with the Government of Liberia supported Migration 
Governance Indicators (MGI) Assessment across the country 
conducted by the Economic Intelligence Unit. Findings of the 
assessment report are being reviewed by all stakeholders 
for finalization and adoption. The MGI assesses national 
frameworks and helps to operationalize the Migration 
Governance Framework (MiGOF) which seeks to define what 
“well-managed migration policy” is at the national level. 

The MGI is first and foremost national tool that supports 
governments in developing policy while recognizing states’ 
sovereignty over migration governance. It also seeks to assess 

the comprehensiveness of migration Policy frameworks 
across countries by identifying gaps, weaknesses/limitations 
and strengths in policy domains to inform policymakers and 
migration governance actors make evidence-based decisions 
for future interventions and developments towards achieving 
SDGs and the national development plans, such as Liberia’s 
Pro-Poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development (PAPD).

The MGI is important for Liberia, especially at this time, 
when the country, like other post conflict countries, is 
being constrained by a plethora of challenges, encompassing 
ineffective border management, irregular migration and human 
trafficking as well as inadequate regulation of migration. 

PADP Pillar 3 (Sustaining Peace) & Pillar 4 (Governance & Transparency)

MIGRATION GOVERNANCE INDICATORS (MGI)
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The Migration Multi-Partner Trust Fund 
is a program that seeks to strengthening 
border management, social cohesion 
and cross border security in the 
Parrot’s Beak area between Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone. In addressing 
irregular migration through managing 
borders and combating transnational 
crime, this program also strengthens 
the transnational response to smuggling 
of migrants, prevents, combats and 
eradicates trafficking in persons in the 
context of international migration. The 

project has achieved the following: 
Memorandum of Understanding 
between IOM and the Lofa County 
Health Team for official and non-
designated Port of Entry (PoE) for 
human mobility tracking, data collection 
and reporting to strengthen surveillance 
and preparedness response for Ebola; 
and COVID-19 and other Integrated 
Disease Surveillance and Response IDSR. 
To enhance information dissemination 
about health and other human rights risks 
and referral mechanisms, IOM facilitated 

sustained awareness about sexual 
and gender-based violence (SGBV), 
human trafficking, psychosocial and 
mental health issues.

The UN Network on Migration in Liberia was 
established by the UN Country Team (UNCT) in 
August 2021. The membership of the Network 
comprises all UN Agencies operating in Liberia 
and is co-chaired by the UN Resident Coordinator 
and IOM. In close consultation with the Regional 
UN Migration Network for West and Central 
Africa, the UN Network in Liberia is providing 
technical support and guidance to Liberia for the 
implementation, follow-up and review of the Global 
Compact for Migration.

PADP Pillar 3 (Sustaining Peace)

THE MIGRATION MULTI-PARTNER TRUST FUND PROJECT

UNITED NATIONS

NETWORK ON MIGRATION
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To make progress towards the PAPD and eventually the 
Vision 2030 goals over the next five years, the strategies and 
interventions are built around four pillars which will form the 
pathways for the next five years:

1. Power to the People – To empower Liberians with the 
tools to gain control of their lives thru more equitable 
provision of opportunities in education, health, youth 
development, and social protection

2. The Economy and Jobs – Economic stability and job 
creation through effective resource mobilization and 
prudent management of economic inclusion

3. Sustaining the Peace – Promoting a cohesive society for 
sustainable development

4. Governance and Transparency – An inclusive and 
accountable public sector for shared prosperity and 
sustainable development

PILLARS OF THE PAPD    

Contact: Mohamed Cherif DIALLO, Programme Manager & Country Coordinator
Tel: +231 776 012 461 / +231 555 696 318 – Email : mcdiallo@iom.int
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